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labourers were retained by force and fraud on the
plantations for many years, sometimes for their whole
lives, that only a few people were ever allowed to
return home; that, in short, the contract system
in the Portuguese colonies was in the main a piece
of camouflage designed to cover up a system of
labour barely, if at all, distinguishable from slavery.
These critics have always admitted the excel-
lence of Portuguese legislation, but they have said
that the incessant issue of legislation from Lisbon
has bewildered the local administrators, and that
in practice legislation was subordinated to economic
demands. The British White Books are an inter-
esting and detailed official commentary on the
criticisms made by these critics and apologists of
Portuguese contract labour.
In the forefront of the first British White Paper
there is a note upon the conditions of " recruitment/'
In November 1909 M. du Bocage, the Portuguese
Foreign Minister, came to London and called upon
Lord Grey, and the British Foreign Minister ex-
pressed his relief that recruiting of labourers had
been suspended, because, said Lord Grey :
" I explained to him that the information I had re-
ceived from private sources pkced beyond doubt the
fact that it had been the custom for natives to be cap-
tured in the interior by people who were really slave-
dealers ; the captured natives were then brought down
to the coast and sent to work in the Portuguese islands." *
1 Cmd. 6332, p. 26.